The Church’s Calendar This Week
Sunday, December 19

Fourth Sunday of Advent
nd

2 Collection for Repairs & Maintenance
Masses at 6:00/8:00/10:00a/12:00/6:00p
Live-Streamed Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Cathedral closed after each Mass
Monday, December 20
Monday of the Fourth Week of Advent
Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
Cathedral closed at 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 21
Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Advent
Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
Cathedral closed at 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 22
Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Advent
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 10:00 a.m.
Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
Cathedral closed at 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 23
Thursday of the Fourth Week of Advent
Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
Cathedral closed at 2:00 p.m.
Friday, December 24
Friday of the Fourth Week of Advent
Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.

Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord
Vigil Mass at 6:00pm
Office of Readings at 11:30pm
Midnight Mass at 12:00am
Saturday, December 25

The Nativity of the Lord
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Masses at 6:00/8:00/10:00a/12:00p
No Sacrament of Reconciliation
Holy Family Vigil Mass at 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 26

Feast of the Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Masses at 6:00/8:00/10:00a/12:00/6:00p
Live-Streamed Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Cathedral closed after each Mass

Stewardship of Treasure
Offertory Collection
Sunday Offering
Weekday Offering
Online Giving
Other Feasts & Solemnities
Total Offertory
Other Collection
Repair & Maintenance
Religious Retirement Fund
Devotional Candles
Others (Gallery, Baptisms, Intentions)
Total

12/6 – 12/19
$
5,187.89
$
507.91
$
5,013.07
$
1,406.50
$ 12,115.37
$
$
$
$
$

16.00
2,859.25
692.00
160.00
15,842.62

Living the Liturgy
 God stands with all people, most especially with the
powerless and poor. Find out who is helped by your
local Catholic Campaign for Human Development or
Catholic Charities. How are you called to come to
know those whom these agencies serve or to
volunteer?
 Watch a movie or read a book about someone who is
seen as unimportant, yet by their actions did
extraordinary things. Have a group or family
conversation about the movie’s message as it relates
to Mary’s willingness to bring the Messiah into the
world.
 This Sunday’s Gospel narrative is called “The
Visitation.” Take time to visit someone you have not
seen in a long time. Go to a nursing home or ask the
parish to suggest a homebound person who would
welcome a visitor. You don’t have to accomplish
anything special, just visit.

Sharing the Faith
 Elizabeth cried out at the recognition of God’s gift to
the world. Where do you recognize God’s gifts today?
 What will be the hardest place for you to carry God and
bring the good news of salvation?
 Where are the places most in need of a sign of God’s
presence in the world?

Saint of the Week
Better that only a few Catholics should be left, staunch
and sincere in their religion, than that they should,
remaining many, desire as it were, to be in collusion
with the Church's enemies and in conformity with the
open foes of our faith. - St. Peter Canisius (15211597), Church Doctor, Feast Day December 21.

December 19, 2021 – Fourth Sunday of Advent

Exegesis on this Sunday’s readings
Micah 5:1-4a | Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 | Hebrews 10:5-10 | Luke 1:38 | Luke 1:39-45
Mary and Elizabeth are waiting. Both had unusual pregnancies announced by angels. Both were part of a people who had long
waited for a Messiah. Luke offers them as faithful witnesses that God’s promises would be fulfilled and that God indeed works in
and through his people.
We are part of a long line of believers who waited for God to intervene in human history. God did not come with power or
triumphal force. Rather, he entered the world as a baby. God did not come with armies or angels, but was born in the small,
inconsequential town of Bethlehem to a young woman who trusted in faith. By her acceptance of God’s will she gave birth to the
Messiah and became the Mother of God.
Will we bring God to our neighborhoods and families? Are we willing to give birth to God in our offices and homes? Will we
help our communities to see God in their midst? If we say “yes” as Mary did, the world will never be the same. Our leap of faith
will show us to be faithful disciples living God’s will just as Mary showed us how to do so many years ago.
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Next Sunday’s Readings: “Christmas Readings”
Vigil - Isaiah 62:1–5 | Psalm 89:4–5,16 –17, 27, 29 | Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 | Matthew 1:1-25
Midnight - Isaiah 9:1–6 | Psalm 96:1–2, 2–3, 11–12, 13 | Titus 2:11–14 | Luke 2:1–14
Dawn - Isaiah 62:11–12 | Psalm 97:1, 6, 11–12 | Titus 3:4–7 | Luke 2:15–20
Day - Isaiah 52:7–10 | Psalm 98:1–6 | Hebrews 1:1–6 | John 1:1–18
Next Sunday’s Readings: “Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph”
1 Samuel 1:20 – 22, 24 – 28 | Psalm 84:2 – 3, 5 – 6, 9 –10 | 1 John 3:1– 2, 21– 24 | Luke 2:41– 52
or Sirach 3:2 – 6, 12 –14 | Psalm 128:1– 2, 3, 4 – 5 | Colossians 3:12 – 21 | Luke 2:41– 52

From the Rector’s Desk
Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana,
Greetings of peace, love, and joy!
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” Luke 1:39
John the Baptist is a very important figure for Advent. We hear his message about preparing the way of the Lord. From the
First to the Third Sunday of Advent, our reflections are focused on him. On this Fourth Sunday of Advent, we center our thoughts
on Mary, the Mother of God. How blessed indeed are we, two wonderful servants of God, inviting us to truly prepare for the
Savior’s Second Coming, His birth, and His coming into our lives.
When Mary knew that she was with child through an angel of God, Gabriel, she went in haste to visit her cousin Elizabeth.
Elizabeth was on her sixth month of bearing a child. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb. Filled
with the Holy Spirit, she cried out in a loud voice, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” Mary
brought so much joy to her cousin and the baby in her womb.
The message on the third Sunday of Advent on joy is fulfilled in a person, Jesus Christ. He, the Son of God and Son of Mary,
comes to every human being sharing His unconditional love. He, who suffered, died, and rose from the dead, brings light and life
that would shine in every human soul. We experience this joy when we know that we are loved and forgiven for what we have
done wrong. And such joy is not to be contained, but like Mary, we go in haste to share Him to our families, friends, and even to
those who have wronged us. And, the most profound effect when we carry Jesus in our lives will bring peace and harmony amid
our diversities.
We are on the last Sunday of Advent. Mary is the person we look up to. Her role in the history of salvation is very significant.
Through her, our Savior was born. Through her faith and life in God, God’s will be realized. As we are nearing the celebration of
the Lord’s birth, it would be good to look deeper into ourselves how we are responding to God’s call, especially to be Stewards of
the Gospel, a living witness to His loving mercy and kindness.
Mary, as we know, was filled with so much love for God. It is just right to ask ourselves, are we like Mary, a humble and
obedient person, ready to embrace what God prompts us to do in our lives today? Do we have her love and care tending the needs
of those who are brought to our care and even strangers? Let us open our hearts and minds like Mary so we can bring Jesus
wherever we go to brighten our world with hope, joy, and love.

Your friend in Jesus,
Fr. Pascual

