
The Church’s Calendar This Week 
Sunday, September 19 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Masses at 6:00/8:00/10:00a/12:00/6:00p 

Live-Streamed Mass at 10:00 a.m. 

Cathedral closed after each Mass 
 

Monday, September 20 

Memorial of St. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, priest 

Memorial of St. Paul Chŏng Ha-sang  

and Companions, martyrs 

Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. 

Cathedral closed after Mass 
 

Tuesday, September 21 

Feast of St. Matthew, Apostle, evangelist 

Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. 

Cathedral closed after each Mass 
 

Wednesday, September 22 

Wednesday of the 25th Week in Ordinary Time 

Sacrament of Reconciliation at 10:00 a.m. 

Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. 

Cathedral closed after each Mass 
 

Thursday, September 23 

Memorial of St. Pius of Pietrelcina, priest 

Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. 

Cathedral closed after each Mass 
 

Friday, September 24 

Friday of the 25th Week in Ordinary Time 

Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. 

Cathedral closed after each Mass 
 

Saturday, September 25 

Saturday of the 25th Week in Ordinary Time 

Live-Streamed Mass at 7:00 a.m. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation at 10:00 a.m. 

Mass at 12:00 p.m. 

Vigil Mass at 5:00 p.m. 

Cathedral closed after each Mass 
 

Sunday, September 26 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Masses at 6:00/8:00/10:00a/12:00/6:00p 

Live-Streamed Mass at 10:00 a.m. 

Cathedral closed after each Mass 
 

Scripture Reflection 
 

“For if the just one be the son of God, God will defend 

him . . .” (Wisdom 2:18). 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Offertory Collection 9/6 – 9/12 

Sunday Offering $      3,377.10 

Weekday Offering $         954.03 

Online Giving $      4,442.59 

Other Feasts & Solemnities $         359.00 

Total Offertory $      9,132.72        

Other Collection  

Repair & Maintenance $           15.00 

Catholic Charities Hawaii $           10.00 

Catholic University of America $         657.40 

Mass Intentions $         205.00 

Blessings & Anniversaries $         345.00 

Others (Gallery, Candles, Funerals, etc.) $      1,910.20 

Total $    12,275.32 
 

 

Living the Liturgy 
 

• Go out of your way to receive someone in Christ’s name, 

not just because you want to, but because it’s the right 

thing to do. In Jewish spirituality, doing something simply 

because it’s right is considered more virtuous than doing 

something we are drawn to do. 

• Find a photo of yourself as a child. Tape it to your 

bathroom mirror and when you see it each morning, recall 

Jesus’ saying, “Whoever receives one child such as this in 

my name, receives me” (Mark 9:37). 

• Make a book of intentions, using a small photo album or 

binder containing paper and plastic sheet protectors to hold 

photographs, holy cards, newspaper clippings, and so 

forth. Add the intentions of those who need your prayers. 

When you pray, you may name everyone or mention some 

by name and then ask God’s blessing on all in the book. 

He knows who they are. 
 

Sharing the Faith 
 

• Do you ever find yourself resenting those who shine 

because of the good work they do? 

• James says the Wisdom of God is all good seeds that yield 

the “fruit of righteousness” (3:18). Which of those seeds is 

most firmly planted in the field of your life? 

• Today’s reading from the Book of Wisdom reminds us 

that our response to suffering gives witness to what we 

genuinely believe. How do you respond to suffering? 
 

Saint of the Week 
 

 

September 19 Don’t allow the sad sight of human injustice 

to sadden your soul; someday you will see the unfailing 

justice of God triumph over it! - St. Pio of Pietrelcina (1887-

1968), Priest, Stigmatic, Feast Day September 23 



 
 

Sept. 19, 2021 – 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Exegesis on this Sunday’s readings 

 

Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 | Psalm 54:3-4, 5, 6 and 8 | James 3:16-4:3 | Mark 9:30-37 
 

     Oftentimes, the best workers don’t win popularity contests. They’re more productive than the rest, so eventually someone says, 

“Slow down, you’re making us look bad!” When they keep going, we justify our anger. “Let’s see how good he is,” we say. “Let’s 

put her to the test and see if she holds up!” We play lots of games to delude ourselves.  

     Those who moved against Jesus played the same game: “If he is who he claims to be, we can ply our tricks and God will rescue 

him. If God doesn’t, then we were right to aim our slings and arrows at him.” Their false premise, of course, is thinking God will 

spare a chosen one from suffering. In fact, it’s usually the opposite. Those who yield to God’s enticement do so at their own peril. 

Their ultimate reward is eternal life, but rewards in this life are not assured, though resistance, misunderstanding, and accusations 

are. The disciples are speechless before this reality, and speechless when confronted with their own shallowness. But what else can 

ignorance and fear do in the presence of wisdom and truth? Wickedness recognizes goodness and ignorance knows the face of 

truth, and they tremble in the presence of their opposite. Even trembling, they might prevail for a while, but ultimately, victory goes 

to righteousness and truth. 
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Next Sunday’s Readings: “26th Sunday in Ordinary Time” 
 

Numbers 11:25-29 | Psalm 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 | James 5:1-6 | Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

From the Rector’s Desk 
Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 
 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 
 

To Be Last…To Be a Servant! 
 

     In our society wherein prestige and honor are of high ranks, Jesus’ words are totally in contradiction to what He is saying 

in our Gospel, that is, “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.” 

     His words present to us another opportunity for reflection.  We hear or read these words on this Twenty-Fifth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time. Jesus and His disciples are on their way to Galilee.  He describes His forthcoming passion, death, and 

resurrection to them once more while they are on the road.  On the one hand, as he continues to reveal to them this coming 

event in His life, the disciples, on the other hand, are so much concerned about who is the greatest among them.  They argue 

what status they will be in when Christ will reign as King.  Their selfish interest so immerses them.  Instead of looking into 

the truth about their Master, His identity, His life, His death, and His resurrection, they are more concerned with their personal 

interests.  They are afraid of asking Jesus about it.  Their perplexity brings them to address their personal concerns rather than 

the concerns of the Lord.  Thus, Jesus once more teaches and corrects them about who can be the greatest in God’s eyes. 

     Like Peter from last Sunday’s Gospel, he cannot accept the reality of his Master’s words that, He would suffer greatly and 

be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, be killed, and rise after three days.  Like Peter, the other disciples 

are not intently listening to Jesus but only listening to their own selves and serving their own interests. 

     Our Gospel this Sunday challenges us to think of ourselves how we can really be great too or even the greatest for the 

Lord.  His words clearly answer that question, “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.”  It 

may be very difficult for us to understand this, but it would be much more difficult to live it or practice it in our day-to-day 

lives.  To be last is not what we want.  To be first is.  Arrogance enables us to be ahead of others, be knowledgeable in all 

things, and even look down on others.  This arrogance is the danger of pride.  When controlled with this, there is no room for 

humility nor openness to the will of God.  It is because what matters is what “I” want, this and that.  But this is not what Jesus 

wants.  He wants us to be humble just as He humbled Himself, even sacrificing His life on the cross. 

     Also, to be the greatest for Him is to be a servant.  A servant extends his or her help to others.  One who would dedicate his 

or her life for the goodness and happiness of family, community, and nation.  For the Lord, Himself did not come to be served 

but to serve.  This Sunday would be another day for us to continue our journey of life and faith and deepen our commitment 

to become Jesus’ disciples today, in word and action, faithful and faith-filled servants of Jesus. 
 

Your friend in Jesus, 

Fr. Pascual 



 

Please visit our Cathedral Basilica Gallery & Gift Shop  

located at 1184 Bishop Street, Honolulu, HI 96813 

Monday to Friday from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Sunday after the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Mass 

Website: https://cathedralbasilicagallery.square.site/ 

 


