The Church’s Calendar This Week
Sunday, September 12
th

24 Sunday in Ordinary Time
Masses at 6:00/8:00/10:00a/12:00/6:00p
Live-Streamed Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Cathedral closed after each Mass
Monday, September 13
Memorial of St. John Chrysostom, bishop,
doctor of the Church
Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
Cathedral closed after Mass
Tuesday, September 14
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
Cathedral closed after each Mass
Wednesday, September 15
Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 10:00 a.m.
Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
Cathedral closed after each Mass
Thursday, September 16
Memorial of St. Cornelius, pope, martyr
Memorial of St. Cyprian, bishop, martyr
Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
Cathedral closed after each Mass
Friday, September 17
Friday of the 24th Week in Ordinary Time
Masses at 6:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
Cathedral closed after each Mass
Saturday, September 18
Saturday of the 24th Week in Ordinary Time
Live-Streamed Mass at 7:00 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 10:00 a.m.
Mass at 12:00 p.m.
Vigil Mass at 5:00 p.m.
Cathedral closed after each Mass
Sunday, September 19
th

25 Sunday in Ordinary Time
Masses at 6:00/8:00/10:00a/12:00/6:00p
Live-Streamed Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Cathedral closed after each Mass

Scripture Reflection
“. . . faith of itself, if it does not have works, is
dead” (James 2:17).

Stewardship of Treasure
Offertory Collection
Sunday Offering
Weekday Offering
Online Giving
Other Feasts & Solemnities
Total Offertory
Other Collection
Repair & Maintenance
Relief for Haiti (Special Collection)
World Mission & Catholic Univ.
Catholic Charities Hawaii
Outreach
Others (Gallery, Candles, Funerals, etc.)
Total

8/30 – 9/5
$
4,043.85
$
866.06
$
553.61
$
40.00
$
5,503.52
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

5.00
902.06
25.00
5.00
250.00
1,874.91
8,565.69

Living the Liturgy
• Ponder Jesus’ central question — “Who do you that say I
am?” (Mark 8:29) — and depict with images your reply to
that question.
• Log the temptations you experience that compromise your
faith. Each time you are tempted to take a shortcut or run
the other way, write about it in a journal. After a week or
two, take note of which temptations recur most often.
• Spend time this week in family meditation on the cross.
Share stories about people you know who have taken up
their crosses without sadness or self pity: those who care
lovingly and patiently for sick relatives, who make
sacrifices to provide for the needs of disabled children,
who forgive those who have injured them, and so forth.
Help your family see these actions as demonstrations of
faithfulness to God in the manner of Jesus Christ.

Sharing the Faith
• Setting your face “like flint” (Isaiah 50:7) means people
may strike and spark a fire. Do you live your faith in a way
that could cause sparks?
• Denominations have argued about the relative importance
of faith and works, which we see discussed in today’s
Second Reading. Have you considered that debate? Where
do you stand on this important issue?
• Who is Jesus? Once you’ve given all the standard answers,
ask the question again.

Saint of the Week
I see paradise has no gate, but whoever desires may enter
there, for God is all mercy and stands with open arms to
admit us to His glory. - Saint Catherine of Genoa (14471510), Patron of Widows, Feast Day September 15

Sept. 12, 2021 – 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exegesis on this Sunday’s readings
Isaiah 50:5-9a | Psalm 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 | James 2:14-18 | Mark 8:27-35
Speaking of war, a 1970’s rock song asks, “What is it good for?” and then insistently proclaims, “Absolutely nothing!” James
says the same about faith that lacks good works. What we speak on our lips we must enact with our hands, otherwise our words are
empty and have no power to change or heal or save. According to James, when love is just a feeling and not an action, it simply
cannot do all that needs to be done. Lacking concrete action, words, however sincere, become hollow and impotent. Isaiah’s
Suffering Servant attests to that: his is a faith of action, not just words. He has been put to the test and passed. He has heard the word
of God and lived it both in good times and in bad.
When Jesus puts the question of the ages before the disciples: “Who do you say that I am?” (Mark 8:29). Peter offers the “right”
answer. But then he quickly stumbles. He doesn’t understand (and does not want to understand) that being love incarnate makes
terrible demands on Jesus. Jesus is not just the love of God spoken into the world; he is God’s love enacted in the world. He will not
turn back or shirk from his brutal fate. That’s why Jesus is so strong in his response. Don’t tempt me, he tells Peter. I will accept
love’s demands. And if you love me, he says, you will, too.
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Next Sunday’s Readings: “25th Sunday in Ordinary Time”
Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 | Psalm 54:3-4, 5, 6 and 8 | James 3:16-4:3 | Mark 9:30-37

From the Rector’s Desk
Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana,
Greetings of peace, love, and joy!
Professing Our Faith in Jesus
From human perspectives, we want everything to be well, avoid pain and suffering, pleasing everybody, enjoying life with
wealth and health, and all the good things in life. Even during these difficult days of our lives during this pandemic, there is still
that great tendency to manifest that we are well. We can manage even without any protection from the virus when pain is so
evident. Who would like to endure suffering? Who would like to be mocked at? Every one of us would say, “Not me!” It is
the humanity in us that makes it so. Humanity is overwhelmed with pride and selfishness.
It is different for Jesus. He is ready to embrace what the Father has willed for Him to sacrifice His life for us. Peter
recognizes Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, one with power and might. He never expected for Jesus, the Son of Man, to suffer
greatly and be rejected by the elders, die, and rise after three days. Peter rebukes Jesus for saying such things. Jesus, in turn,
rebukes him telling Peter that he does not think as God does but as human beings do.
Peter’s confession of faith brings us to a deeper understanding of the mission of Christ. Jesus, the Son of God, came into the
world to bring salvation. But this salvation is not lofty or admirable. Rather, it is one that our minds can hardly comprehend,
which is, suffering, dying, and resurrection. This is the reason why Jesus rebukes Peter.
Pope Francis’ words lead us to a decisive direction to cling to His teachings and not the world. The call to suffering is to turn
away from our sinfulness. It is suffering because we give up our lives for the sake of Christ. The good things that we know of
this world are just things that can last or be temporary. If we know Jesus by heart, then we can truly profess our faith with
truthfulness. If we give up our lives for the Lord, then we gain true riches and happiness. In doing so, we testify in our Christian
life that Christ indeed is the Savior, the Messiah of the world.
There is no doubt that with the pandemic, we are suffering in varied different ways. Maybe not us personally, but the people
around. Amid this suffering, if we reflect deeply, it enables us to recognize how to endure pain like Jesus did and entrust to His
grace and mercy to lift us as the Heavenly Father did. He gave Him strength and embraced it with love and care for our
salvation.
Professing our faith in Jesus encompasses the totality of embracing what life has to offer. When amid our pain and suffering,
it is very important to remember what Jesus went through. We cannot only say to Him that we have faith when everything is
going smoothly and doubt when things go wrong or badly. We may not be able to see the wisdom of it yet as Peter did. But,
when he witnessed what Jesus had gone through, he became a staunch witness even to the point of giving up his life for Him.
Let us be strong, firm, and persevering. Jesus is with us and always be with us.
Your friend in Jesus,
Fr. Pascual

Please visit our Cathedral Basilica Gallery & Gift Shop
located at 1184 Bishop Street, Honolulu, HI 96813
Monday to Friday from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Sunday after the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Mass
Website: https://cathedralbasilicagallery.square.site/

